
my correspondents too much freedom to rabbit on,
I can look at Rob’s letter column and be reminded
that great fanzines are based on great (and voluble)
letter-writers. (But I wish SFC’s friends would send
slightly more reproducible photos. And why don’t
Claire Brialey or Joseph Nicholas write to me as
well? We fanzine editors are a jealous bunch.)

EVERY SECOND TUESDAY: STORIES BY ELWOOD
WRITERS
edited and written by Jennifer Bryce,
Margaret McCaffrey, Helen McDonald, and
Barry Lee Thompson
(Rightword Enterprises; 192 pp.; enquiries
to elwoodwriters.com)

Every Second Tuesday is not a fannish enterprise, but
its authors/editors are empowered by a very similar
assumption: that the important thing about writing
is the writing itself, not the likelihood of commer-
cial success.

Jennifer Bryce is a long-time friend, and like the
other three members of the Elwood Writers group
has spent many years in gainful employment wait-
ing for the time and energy to become a productive
writer. Retirement has offered group members the
opportunity to work hard on their skills. Their
methods seem to be much more formal than those

of any SF writers’ group I’ve heard of: ‘We gather
every second Tuesday in the seaside suburb of
Elwood in Victoria. Over the years we have tight-
ened our meetings to include an agenda, minutes,
and a rotating chair person. This might seem
extraordinarily formal, but it means we’re able to
accomplish a great deal in these sessions. Year by
year our literary output and achievements have
grown, with recognition for our work in Australia
and overseas’.

The anthology includes 41 stories and poems, of
varying quality. I’ve already told Jenny Bryce that I
don’t want my remarks to cause bad blood between
the four members of the group. I can safely say that
I enjoyed all the poems without finding any that
really hit me between the eyes.

All four members of the group write fine short
stories. Barry Lee Thompson has the most distinc-
tive attitude to life, one of intense self-absorption
mixed with interesting dramatic skills. His ‘Inter-
rupter’ is the most original story in the collection.
All four writers speak much about loneliness of one
sort or another, which I found surprising in people
I take to be about my own age. I remember my late
teenage years, before I discovered kindred spirits,
as the years most afflicted by feelings by loneliness.
Not enough stories are humorous — but humour
is not something I would attempt if writing within
a group, so I can understand this bias. However, my
favourite contribution is a very funny story called
‘Three Sisters-in-Law in a Mercedes’ by Jennifer
Bryce. Jenny also includes in Every Second Tuesday
‘Benjamin’, her masterpiece story, which has
appeared in a few other publications.

Every Second Tuesday is much more enjoyable
than most collections of Australian short stories
and poems. It’s worth seeking out.

Not read yet ...

Friends have sent me far more books and maga-
zines in the mail than I’ve had time to read or
discuss. Thanks to Kim Huett for numerous fannish
items, including a book and some old Gillespie
fanzines I can’t find in my collection; Dick Jenssen
sent me the Mark Musa translation of Dante’s
Divine Comedy (Penguin edition); John Litchen has
sent me Kim Stanley Robinson’s The Ministry of the
Future and other books; Colin Steele has sent me
Clarke’s Piranesi and other books; John Thiel sent
me an issue of Pablo Lennis; Mark and Claire sent
me two Stephen Baxter books; and ... 

I’ve run out of room. This column will return in
SFC 106 — or be knocked on to 107. See ya.

— Bruce Gillespie, 7 February 2021

12


